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AP US and Comparative Government (2018)  
Summer Enrichment 

Mr. Stiles 
 

Welcome to AP US and Comparative Government! I greatly look forward to working with 
you in the fall. To ensure adequate time to cover all course materials, I have created the 
following summer enrichment. IT IS A COURSE EXPECTATION THAT THIS ENRICHMENT 
WILL BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED BY THE SECOND WEEK OF CLASS. ALL WORK 
MUST BE INDEPENDENTLY COMPLETED.  
 
Your summer enrichment consists of: 

1) Constitution Reading Guide 
2) Declaration of Independence Guide 
3) Structure Sketch 
4) Five Key Introduction Questions 
5) Follow the 2018 Midterm Elections 

 
1) Part 1:  Complete the US Constitution Guided Reading. You may find a copy of the 

US Constitution at this address http://constitutionus.com/ You may also Google 
search “US Constitution” and use another web resource. While not a requirement, 
you may also consider purchasing your own “Pocket Constitution” (they run for a 
buck on Amazon) for possible annotation during the school year.  
YOU MUST KNOW YOUR CONSTITUTION FOR THE AP EXAM! This exercise will 
ensure a deep reading of the Constitution. Additionally, successful completion 
creates an invaluable review and study resource for you to use in class throughout 
the school year. You will be assessed on this material within the first two weeks of 
the course.  

2) Part 2: Read the Declaration of Independence and complete the guided reading. The 
new AP Exam will emphasize the analysis of primary source texts more so than in 
the past.   

3) Part 3: Checks and Balances and the Separation of Powers are fundamental aspects 
of the US Constitution. On a blank sheet of paper sketch out a visual representation 
of the US system of government. Your sketch should depict: 
a) the three branches of government and their primary functions 
b) ways in which each branch can check the power of the other branches  
Being able to sketch out structures will be an important skill in both US and 
especially Comparative Governments.  

4) Part 4: Complete the five key introduction questions. These should be completed by 
hand. You may use online resources to complete the enrichment.  

5) Part 5: Start following the 2018 Midterm Elections. Especially focus on Virginia’s 
Senate race and the VA-10 District race  

 
Good luck! If you have any questions please email aaron.stiles@lcps.org 
 
 
 

http://constitutionus.com/
mailto:aaron.stiles@lcps.org
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US Constitution Guided Reading 
 

Read the United States Constitution and complete this guided reading. My students 
frequently refer to this guide throughout the course so your efforts will serve a greater 
broader purpose. Try to internalize the contents of this document as much as possible.  
 
How the Constitution is Organized: Article #, Section #, Clause # 
 
The Preamble  
This paragraph, which begins with “We the People…” outlines the basic tasks we ask of our 
federal government to perform. List each one as it is written in the Constitution, then in the 
blank next to it, think of something the federal government actually does to carry out this 
task.  
 
Task Action 
1)  
 
 

 

2)  
 
 

 

3)  
 
 

 

4) 
 
 

 

5) 
 
 

 

 
 
Article I 
Focuses on the _________________________________ branch of the Federal Government  
 
Section 2 describes which chamber? _________________________________.  
 
Fill out the following rules and requirements as prescribed: 
 
Length of term in office: ___________.   Minimum age: ___________.  
 
Minimum years as a U.S. citizen: ___________.  
 
Number of representatives per state shall be based upon: ______________________________________. 
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What “sole power” belongs to this chamber as described in Section 2? ________________________. 
 
Section 3 describes which chamber? _________________________________. 
 
Fill out the following rules and requirements as prescribed: 
 
Length of term in office: ___________.   Minimum age: ___________.  
 
Minimum years as a U.S. citizen: ___________.  
 
The “President of the Senate” is: ___________________________With what power? _________________. 
 
What “sole power” belongs to this chamber as described in Section 3? ________________________. 
 
Sections 4, 5, and 6 describe how the chambers are to operate with respect to meetings, & 
adjournments, compensation, internal structure, rules, etc… in general, who is tasked with 
running the House and Senate?  
 

 
Section 7 describes the legislative process.  
 
In Clause 1, only the House of Representatives may: ____________________________________________. 
 
In Clause 2 a bill must pass _________________________ before being sent to _______________________. 
 
If the bill is not signed into law, it returns to each chamber where a __________ vote is needed 
before the bill may become law.  
 
Section 8 describes the powers given to Congress (often referred as expressed or delegated 
or enumerated powers). Write each power in your own words in the space provide (each 
separated paragraph or sentence is a clause). 
 
Clause 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 3: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 4: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 5: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 6: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 7: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
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Clause 8: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 9: _____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 10: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 11: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 12: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 13: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 14: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 15: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 16: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 17: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Clause 18: ____________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
Section 9 limits the federal government in certain key areas – look up and define the 
following terms. You will need to look beyond the Constitution for the definitions. 
 
Writ of Habeas Corpus_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Bill of Attainder______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ex Post Facto Law____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Also in this section, Congress cannot place a tax on ______________________________________________ 
Nor in regulating commerce in favor of one state over another.  
 
Section 10 places limits on state governments, including the following: 
 
No state may enter into __________________________________________________________with another 
state or foreign country.  
 
 
Article II 
Focuses on the _______________________________________ branch of the Federal Government.  
 
Fill out each of the following rules and requirements and prescribed in Section 1: 
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Length of term in office: ______________________  Minimum age:_______________________ 
Citizenship requirement: _____________________ Residency requirement: ___________________ 
 
Paragraphs 2, 3, 4 of Section 1 (although later amended describes _____________________________ 
 
The last paragraph of Section 1 describes _________________________________________________________ 
 
Section 2 describes the Presidents Powers 
 
With regards to the military, the President is the _________________________________________________ 
 
The President has the power to grant ___________________________________________________ 
 
With advice & consent of the Senate, the President may make ____________________________ and  
 
nominate/appoint ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When the Senate is in recess, the President may fill vacancies. How long may these 
appointments last? 
 

 
Section 3 outlines three things the President may do with respect to Congress. They are: 
 
________________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________ 
 
Section 4 for which offenses may the President, Vice President and other executive officers 
be impeached and removed from office? 
 

 
 

 
 
Article III  
Focuses on the _______________________________________ branch of the Federal Government.  
 
Section 1 establishes one _______________________________________. 
 
Who is given the power to establish the “inferior” courts of the federal system? _____________. 
 
Based on the idea that judges shall hold their office during “good behavior,” how long is the 
term of a federal judge & Supreme Court justice? _______________________________________? 
 
Section 2 – Identify 6 areas where federal courts have jurisdiction as described in Clause 1 
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________________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 
 
Clause 2 describes the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court  
The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction (they hear cases FIRST) when the parties  
 
involved are ______________________________________ or ________________________________________. 
 
In all other federal cases, the Supreme Court has __________________________________ jurisdiction. 
 
Section 3 defines _______________________________. It’s the only crime in the Constitution. The 
framers intended this very specific definition to prevent the loose use of the change, for 
example, against people who criticize the government. How is this crime defined?  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Article IV 
Describes relations between the states, and the federal government’s obligations to the 
states. 
 
Section 1 calls for states to extended _________________________________________________ to the acts, 
records and proceedings of other states.  
 
Section 2 describes how citizens of states shall be treated in other states. 
 
Clause 1 entitled citizens of each state all ___________________________ & ___________________________. 
 
Clause 2 does not allow ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Clause 3 was later repealed by amendment. Think Critically. Which “peculiar institution” is  
 
being described here? ___________________________________. 
 
Section 3 who is given the power to admit new states to the union? __________________________. 
 
Section 4 the federal government guarantees it will do three things of the states.  
 



 
 

7 

1) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Article V 
Outlines how the Constitution may be amended in the future. It is a two-step process. Use 
Article V to complete the chart below. Be sure to use all appropriate verbs, fractions and 
political institutions. You may refer to diagrams of the amendment process found online.  
 
Step 1            Step 2 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Article VI 
Section 1 calls for the federal government to be responsible to ________________________________. 
 
Section 2 states the Constitution federal laws and treaties are ________________________________. 
 
Section 3 calls for federal officers to take an oath, and that no __________________________________ 
shall be required to qualify for office.  
 
 
Article VII  
Describes how The Constitution itself would be ratified. 
 
States needed for ratification: _______ out of _______.  
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The Bill of Rights  
Briefly describe the intend of each amendment in your own words.  
 
1) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amendments 11-27 
Briefly describe the intent of each amendment in your own words (not necessary to be very 
specific about provisions). 
 
11) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
14) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

9 

 
21) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
23) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
27) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Declaration of Independence 
 
Directions: Read the Declaration of Independence and answer the questions below. The 
new AP Exam will require students to closely read primary source documents and 
understand their meaning. I have divided up the full text of the Declaration of 
Independence to aid your reading.  
 

July 4, 1776 
 
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course 
of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a 
decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which 
impel them to the separation. 
 

1) Based on this paragraph, what is the principle goal of the writers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) What “entitles” them to this action?  
 
 
 
 

 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to 
provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of 
Government.  
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3) According to the authors, where do rights come from?  

 
 

4) According to the authors what is the purpose of government?  
 
 
 

5) What do the authors argue the people have a right to do should the government 
severely limit the rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness?  

 
 
 
 

6) On the new AP Exam students will be expected to make arguments with supporting 
evidence. 

 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal…” 
 

• Identify an historical or contemporary example that shows the United States 
living up to this shared belief from the Declaration of Independence.  

 
 
 
 

• Identify an historical or contemporary example that shows the United States 
failing to live up to this shared belief from the Declaration of Independence.  

 
 
 
 
 

• Take a stand, does the United States sufficiently live up to this principle? 
Support your answer.  
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The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 
 
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from 
the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance 
with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 
invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for 
their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion 
from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing 
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 
Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our 
people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
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For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing 
therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an 
example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally 
the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War 
against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of 
our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of 
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against 
their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves 
by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the 
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character 
is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from 
time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of 
our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our 
connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our 
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

7) Who is the “He” referred to by the colonists?  
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8) The colonists are making an argument. They are attempting to justify their 
separation from the Crown. Select FIVE grievances and restate in your own words 
below. (Feel free to note key grievances with a highlighter as well).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent 
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all 
political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be 
totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy 
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts 
and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

 
9) Who is the “Supreme Judge” the colonists invoke? 

 
 

10)  Identify two specific entities the Declaration names when declaring independence.  
 
 
 

11)  According to this passage, what are FOUR things that independent states are 
allowed to do?  
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Georgia 

Button Gwinnett 

Lyman Hall 

George Walton 

  

North Carolina 

William Hooper 

Joseph Hewes 

John Penn 

  

South Carolina 

Edward Rutledge 

Thomas Heyward, Jr. 

Thomas Lynch, Jr. 

Arthur Middleton 

  

Massachusetts 

John Hancock 

Maryland 

Samuel Chase 

William Paca 

Thomas Stone 

Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton 

  

Virginia 

George Wythe 

Richard Henry Lee 

Thomas Jefferson 

Benjamin Harrison 

Thomas Nelson, Jr. 

Francis Lightfoot Lee 

Carter Braxton 

  

Pennsylvania 

Robert Morris 

Benjamin Rush 

Benjamin Franklin 

John Morton 

George Clymer 

James Smith 

George Taylor 

James Wilson 

George Ross 

Delaware 

Caesar Rodney 

George Read 

Thomas McKean 

  

New York 

William Floyd 

Philip Livingston 

Francis Lewis 

Lewis Morris 

  

New Jersey 

Richard Stockton 

John Witherspoon 

Francis Hopkinson 

John Hart 

Abraham Clark 

  

New Hampshire 

Josiah Bartlett 

William Whipple 

  

Massachusetts 

Samuel Adams 

John Adams 

Robert Treat Paine 

Elbridge Gerry 

  

Rhode Island 

Stephen Hopkins 

William Ellery 

  

Connecticut 

Roger Sherman 

Samuel Huntington 

William Williams 

Oliver Wolcott 

  

New Hampshire 

Matthew Thornton 

 

 

1) Would you have signed this document? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) What might have happened should the colonists lost their war of independence 
against Great Britain?  
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Napkin Sketch 
It is vitally important you know in great detail the structure of the US Government.  
Directions: On a separate sheet of paper, create a sketch showing  

• The Three Branches of Government 
• The Role Each Branch Plays 
• The Checks and Balances Between These Three Branches 
• BE THOUROUGH 

It is permissible to examine example structure sketches found online.  
 
Key Introduction Questions (US History Review, Perhaps?)  
Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  

 
1) Identify five weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. For each weakness identify 

how the US Constitution addresses the problem. (Hint: Recommend making a chart)  
 

2) What was Shay’s rebellion? How did weaknesses in the Articles lead to the 
situation?  

 
3) Briefly, outline how the different plans and compromises (Virginia, New Jersey, 

Connecticut, 3/5ths) led to the US Constitution. 
 

4) What were the key issues that divided the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists?  
 

5) In your own words describe Federalism. Provide examples of this concept as found 
in the Constitution. Be sure to identify the Article Section and Clause. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m looking forward to meeting each of you in the Fall!  
 
Mr. Stiles 
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Unit I Vocab 
You are not required to turn in definitions or flash cards for these terms and concepts. However, each 
unit will have a vocab list like this one. You are strongly encouraged to familiarize yourself with these 
concepts. 
 
Documents and Odds n’ Ends 

• Thomas Hobbes 
• John Locke 
• Declaration of Independence 
• Articles of Confederation 
• Shay’s Rebellion 
• Federalist Papers  
• Federalists 
• Ant-Federalists  
• Constitution 
• Bill of Rights 

 
Basic Political Science Concepts 

• Power 
• Ideology 
• Transparency 
• Civil Society  
• Legitimacy  
• Sovereignty 
• Elitist Theory 
• Pluralist Theory 

 
Governing Structures 

• Bicameral Legislature 
• Unicameral Legislature 
• Parliamentary Government 
• Presidential Government 
• Divided Government 
• Unified Government  

 
Prohibited Powers 

• Bill of Attainder 
• Ex Post Facto Law 
• Writ of Habeas Corpus 

 
Constitutional Principles 

• Checks and Balances  
• Separation of Powers 
• Judicial Review 
• Majority Rule 
• Minority Rights 
• Natural Rights 
• Popular Sovereignty  
• State’s Rights 

 
 
 
 

Clauses 
• Privileges & Immunities Clause 
• Full Faith and Credit Clause 
• Extradition 
• Commerce Clause 
• Necessary and Proper Clause  
• Supremacy Clause 
• 10th Amendment 
• Equal Protection Clause 
• Due Process Clause 
• Citizenship Clause  

 
Changing the Constitution 

• Formal Amendment 
• Informal Amendment 
• Proposal  
• Ratification 

 
Types of Powers 

• Concurrent Power 
• Expressed/Enumerated/Delegated Power 
• Implied Power 
• Inherent Power 
• Reserved Powers 

 
Plans and Compromises 

• Virginia Plan 
• New Jersey Plan 
• Connecticut Compromise  
• Great Compromise 
• Three-fifths Compromise  

 
Typologies 

• Constitutional Democracy 
• Constitutional Monarchy 
• Anarchy 
• Democracy 
• Theocracy  
• Direct Democracy  
• Representative Democracy (Republic) 
• Illiberal Democracy  

 
Foundational Court Cases 

• Marbury v. Madison (1803) 
• McCullough v. Maryland (1819) 
• Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)  

• Loose Construction 
• Strict Construction  
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